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sacred and secular. But as the Jewish Pentateuch, was
overlaid by the Talmud, so the Mohammedan law has
practically buried the teaching of the Koran under the
traditions of the prophet and the decisions of the THania
or learned. Christianity has not escaped a similar tendency,
for the teaching of the New Testament has often been
weighted down, and has at times been obscured by elabo-
rate theological systems. The traditions of Mohammed, re-
cording what he said, what he did, and what he permitted
to be done in his presence, have come to possess an infalli-
ble authority, practically equal to that of the Koran, while,
unlike the Koran, they touch on the minutest matters of
ceremonial and practice, thus exercising this authority in a
realm immensely wider.1 Belief in the universality of their
binding power is largely responsible for the rigidity and
formality of the Mohammedan religion. Lord Cromer has
acutely said: "Islam, speaking not so much through the
Koran as through the traditions that cluster a,round the
Koran, crystallizes religion and law into one inseparable
and immutable whole, with the result that all elasticity is
taken away from the social system."2
Mohammed prophesied that Islam would be divided into
seventy-three sects, every one of which was destined for hell
but thai one which represented the religion of himself and
his companions. The number named in the prophecy has
been far exceeded, as 'Abd-el-Qa'dir ej-Jila'ni estimated in
the twelfth century that there were one hum!reel and fifty.
Each sect naturally believes that it alone is following the
religion of the prophet and of his companions, thus consti-
tuting the Na'jiyeh, or "those who are being saved/* The
outside world, however, takes cognizance only of the,* two
main divisions into Sunni and Shi'ah, based on different
views of the nature and personnel of the caliphate. The
Sunnis overwhelmingly predominate. The Khi'ahs are
mainly confined to Persia, where they are in the majority,
with a few thousand in India., also in Syria, where they are
popularly known as Meta'wileh. The entire population of
1 Compare with p. 194.
a "Modern Egypt," vol. II, pp. 134-135.

